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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
§§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98. The items listed on Form PTO- 1449, a copy of which is enclosed, are 
made of record to assist the Patent and Trademark Office in its examination of this application. 
The Examiner is respectfully requested to fully consider the items and to independently ascertain 
their teaching. 

1 . □ For each of the following items listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO- 1449 that is 
not in the English language, an English language translation of that item or a portion 
thereof or a concise explanation of the relevance of that item is enclosed: 



2. □ For each of the following items listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO- 1449 that is 

not in the English language, a concise explanation of the relevance of that item is 
incorporated in the specification of the above-identified application. 

3. ^ Copies of the items listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO- 1449 are not enclosed 

with this Information Disclosure Statement and were previously cited by or submitted 
to the Patent and Trademark Office in the following family of applications: Serial 
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No. 09/412,831 filed October 5, 1999 (Abandoned); which is a Div of 08/473,105 
filed June 7, 1995 now Pat 6,010,861 which is a CIP of 08/286,084 filed August 3, 
1994 (Abandoned). 

4. [>3 No fee is due under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(p) for this Information Disclosure Statement 
since it is being filed in compliance with: 

l~l 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b)(1), within three months of the filing date of a national 
application other than a CPA; or 

□ 37 C.F.R. §L97(b)(2), within three months of the date of entry into the 
national stage as set forth in §1.491 in an international application; or 

[El 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b)(3), before the mailing date of a first Office action on the 
merits; or 

I I 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(4), before the mailing date of a first office action after the 
filing of an RCE under §1.114. 
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